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I always talk about prints. 

Single prints, small prints and large prints.

Each has a different meaning.

One that I don’t talk about much is there zero print.

Zero prints often precede big, fast moves.
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There are two types of zero prints.

On the extreme of a bar.

On the 2nd slot from the bottom on the bid side on a green candle or the 2nd

slot from the top on the offer side on a red candle.

Is one stronger than the other? Not really, they are both strong.
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Black Zero Prints occur when the zero prints on the top of a red bar or 
bottom of a green bar.

Blue Zero Prints occur when the zero prints in the 2nd slot off the top on the 
offer side of a red bar or the 2nd slot on the bid side of a green bar.
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Is one stronger than the other? Not really, they are both strong.

The reasons they occur are slightly different. 

A black zero print occurs when the market is currently moving fast.

A blue zero print occurs when the market traded and then got swept.
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Two types of zero prints

Black zero print

Blue zero print
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Black zero print followed by blue zero print
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Black zero print followed by

Blue zero print



Orderflows Inner Circle Weekly Webinar #12 – Zero Prints

Why do zero prints occur? What causes them?

Fast moving market, often the market is swept by a bigger player.

If you are not familiar with sweeping the order book is, let me explain.
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Sweeping the market describes buying through the offer or selling through 
the bid. It is done when a trader wants to get into or out of a position quickly 
usually because he expects the market to start moving.
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Institutional traders don’t just work bids/offers or buy the market or sell at 
the market. Often times they buy well through the market or sell well 
through the market. That is called sweeping the book. 

It is done to get an advantageous price because the trader thinks the market 
is going to move and he wants to get whatever is available. The trader wants 
in ASAP.
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Unless you traded at an institutional level you won’t hear the term “sweep 
the market.” It is not a term retail traders use for several reasons:

1. Retail traders trade small size.

2. Retail traders are more fixed on price.

3. Institutional traders know their activities will move the market.

4. Institutional traders may know something that is not yet reached the 
market that can move it.
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I used to think a black zero print was stronger than a blue zero print, but 
ultimately came to the conclusion to treat them equal.

I don’t like to weigh one thing over another, but I would put more emphasis 
when a zero print occurs on a longer duration chart than a short duration 
chart.
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A chart is worth a thousand words…so lets jump into a bunch of charts…
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On the way down…
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At High Of Day
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Just off high of day
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Just off low of day
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Going into a low
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Precedes a big move
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Going into low
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Just off low
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Swing high
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Hitting into the lows
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Swing high and continuation
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Pop up
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Just before the imbalances come in…
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Reason to get short?
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Zero print just before the sell off…
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Sometimes the signal comes as the big move 

is happening…
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As the big move happens…
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Longer durations
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Sideways
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Sideways to lower
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Sideways to lower
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Failed

Success
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Failed
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Failed
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Failed
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By now you should be able to see the strength of zero prints.

They can occur anywhere, but when you put it in context of the market it will 
help you refine the entries even more.

Is it a 100% slam dunk, take it to the bank trading strategy? No, that doesn’t 
exist, but this is one of my favorite set ups.




